Animals In Need Autumn 2012

Born to run, doomed to die, but safe now thanks to you!
Dear Friends,
As Autumn is fast approaching and the nights are drawing in, we have been very busy making the Sanctuary
warm and cosy for our guest this winter. It’s been a long hard slog with so many animals to move around so
Derek, our handyman & builder can get on with the work. We have had to repair the roof and gables of the
main kennel building as we had a problem with rats trying to get in to the food and in the process chewed
the alarm wires. Thankfully this problem has now been sorted, to our great relief. Our supporter, Joe Ferber
has also been busy repairing benches, sorting lighting and with all the other jobs that need doing at the shop
and at the Sanctuary.
We have also had a major refurb of the cattery. The new ceiling will help keep it much warmer and because
the heat will no longer be lost through the roof and we can now expect fuel bills to be more manageable. We
have a very nice new kitten and nursing mum unit and outside runs. ‘The Warren’, home to our rabbits is
wonderful. A cosy, roomy shelter with a lovely enclosed garden area where they can safely play. It has
undergone a transformation and we are very proud of it. All the improvement have been necessary and we
still have much to do. We have been here now for 16 years so have to expect wear and tear. We have also
had good news to tell our supporters. We have had our work recognised by a VIP “Carla Lane”. She visited
the Sanctuary with her sons Carl and Nigel. Her interest has been very beneficial and will be very good for
the future of Animals In Need. Things are in the planning stage at the moment but we will be keeping you
informed with a special newsletter which will reveal our plans to improve the Sanctuary to enable us to help
more animals. Close to our heart is the promise of a special care unit, which has been delayed for many years
due to lack of funds. We are now able to start this project and have consulted with planning. We have
approached the Jean Sainsbury Animal Welfare Trust for help with some funding as they have been very kind
to us in the past. We do hope you will all approve of the work that we are doing, It is so important to us. We
welcome any donations towards the special care unit or towards the care of the animals at the Sanctuary.
At the moment we are feeding and looking after over 160 animals. They have a future because of your
support for Animals In Need.
Kind regards, Fran Ellis, Caroline Cassidy, Trustees, staff & 4 legged friends
URGENT APPEAL— We have run out of tinned food. Thanks to Paul Black from P&G, dried food is plentiful.
But we use 2500 tins a month. The most vulnerable dogs and cats need tasty food to tempt them. We use
Butchers Tripe, Chappie and tins of stewed steaks for the dogs, good quality cat food in jelly and tasty
sachets for the cats. They also enjoy tinned tuna and pilchards. Many of the animals come to us in the
most appalling condition. We have to make sure they don’t loose weight and we build their strength up
quickly. Even one can of good food donated helps. We spend a small fortune on food but it takes valuable
cash from our emergency ‘vet care fund’ which saves the lives of dogs like Bonnie and Wilson, Sophie the
cat who was involved in an RTA. Bonnie was sentenced to death because she had mammary lumps. She
has got a full life ahead of her if we can have her neutered and the lumps removed at a cost of £350.
If anyone would like to help towards Bonnie’s fund we would be very grateful & so would she. BIG THANKS.

HELENA & HUGO, BEN—dumped on site. BONNIE, SOPHIE, WILSON, SASHA AND ORLANDO

This section brings you a bit of our ‘Sanctuary Life’ that is featured on our website.
DESTINATION DOGS—We have been fortunate to link up with an excellent sanctuary called Happy Endings in Kent. Liz, Toby
and the team work hard to save many lives and are a big help to us. They are looking after horses, donkeys, pigs and other farm
animals as well as a number of dogs on our behalf. By transferring some long term dogs to Happy Endings we have been able to
broaden their chances of finding a home out of our area. This has been very successful and so far the following dogs have been
transferred. Jobi, Denzil, Kane, Cassie, Lucy, Indi, Lynx, Beau, Bullet and Maisy have settled in great. We have also been able
to help in return by bringing 3 of a litter of 6 puppies back to us. These little Cross Lurchers had been physically abused some of
them had broken legs and other broken bones. They were thin, smelly and terrified. Thanks to the kind administration of Becky, one
of our foster carers, they are thriving. They are learning to be puppies again. Hattie and Harry have been fortunate to finds homes
but sweet little Honey still needs a loving home. Could that be you? We also brought back Carla and 2 of her pups Solo and Lotty.
The pups have now found homes but Carla is still seeking a responsible, caring owner.
DUMPED BY HEARTLESS OWNERS—Will it ever end? Will people ever learn!? It’s hard to believe in this day and age that there
are increasing numbers of animals being abandoned. We are seeing many dogs old and bewildered left on the streets and finding
themselves under threat of destruction at the dog pound. Dogs of all types, Collies, Terriers and the poor over bred Staffordshire's
and X Breed are facing a tragic and uncertain future. We are still trying to save as many as we can and we are continuing to sell our
£1 for a Poundie tickets. The funds raised from this has had a big impact on the numbers of lives we can save. Please keep
buying tickets and save a life.
The following information is just a selection from 100s of calls concerning cat issues that we receive weekly. We always try to
respond positively by offering help in what ever way we can, even if we can’t bring them in, we give food and advice. SOPHIE
was a cat we were asked to help by at vet after an RTA. No owner could be found leaving them with the only option for her to be
destroyed if a rescue couldn’t take her in. We couldn’t allow for this lovely cat’s life to be ended, so we brought her to the Sanctuary
and has made lots of friends, but desperately needs a home.
PRECIOUS was made homeless after her owner died. This poor 15yr old cat had been left to live rough in the garden for 2 weeks
until concerned neighbours contacted us. Although we were over full and struggling to fund the cats we already had in our care, we
couldn’t allow Precious to die in a garden. Pretty Precious has settled in fine and is now interacting with the other cats after her
ordeal. Can you be her provide her with her forever home. If only her owner had provided for her, by asking the charity for help.
DOG WALKERS SPARE SOME TIME FOR A LONELY DOG AND MAKE A FRIEND. It’s so sad for the dogs, they spend so
much time locked in their pens. With over 40 dogs to care for, it’s hard for the staff to have enough time to walk them all for as
long as we would like. The dogs crave human company and would give you a lovely welcome if you could spare an hour or so
a week. Our regular dog walkers—Kay, Ron, Bob, Tracey, Roy, Robin and Mary really do a lot to improve the wellbeing and
happiness of our dogs. It makes them more relaxed and easier to rehome. Please consider becoming a ‘buddy’ to one of
our 40 dogs. You will never regret it.
FOSTER CARERS—thanks to all of you who already do this, you know who you are!! We are desperate for more foster carers for
cats and kittens and older dogs who get sad and depressed in kennels. We supply everything needed, bed, bowls, food etc and lots
of support. It’s a really worth while thing to do and you will never be lonely with the love a pet gives you in return for caring.
DUMPED AT OUR GATES—August and September have been particularly bad months with heartless people abandoning animals.
Boxes of terrified kittens and frightened dogs have been left at the gate. It’s such a dangerous thing to do. The dogs often escape
and one was killed on the road. Cats and kittens break out of the boxes and roam free on site until we can trap them. It must be
terrifying for these poor bewildered animals and they are often traumatised by the time we get to them. Why do these people not
make the short walk up the path to reception to ask for our help—we never turn an animal away. We take the urgent in immediately
and always offer some sort of support. i.e.. food & bedding and a guarantee to help quickly. These people are too ashamed or don’t
care about the animals. They are treated like unwanted rubbish.
FUNDRAISING—Irene and the ‘Shed Fairies’ continue to work extremely hard and their efforts are a main source of funding for the
Sanctuary. They raise £1000s of pounds with their jumble sales, nearly new sales and recycling. They are also preparing and clearing our big ‘shed’ for the exciting new project of special care unit and storage facilities. It’s horrible in the building at moment due to
damp and flooding and it’s not a nice place for the ladies to work but they never give up. It would be lovely to have a dry, safe place
to store the valuable goods that you also donate. We still work tirelessly at all the other fundraising activities, including the Maghull
stall on Saturdays and our busy shop. We are grateful for all the individuals who have held their own fundraising event on our behalf
including John & Molly who completed a coastal walk and Heather & colleagues raised £70 in their office choir, HSE Choir.

You can now find us on Facebook, You Tube and soon to be on Twitter. If you would like to be
kept even more up to date with our ‘Sanctuary Life’, please join and become a follower.
Charlotte, Lauren and Caroline are busy keeping them updated.
You will soon be able to give via our JUST GIVING page. Watch this space...
We are especially remembering FRANK VOLLER who was a dedicated volunteer of AIN for many years. This
caring man will be missed by all who knew him.
STAR Our little Star, like her name suggests filled our lives with a bright light. Heartbroken Alan &
Lisa Blundell.
BONNIE 4.8.2012 Aged 8 Our lovely girl. She brought us so much pleasure, love and
affection and enriched our lives. John & Myra
The staff would to remember, Norman, Myla, Sadie, Boris from the Sanctuary.

KEEP IN TOUCH
It’s always good to hear about all
the animals we rehome and help
Thurs 11th Oct—Ormskirk Stall
in other ways. We look forward
to photographs and snippets of
*Sun 18th Nov—Fun Dog Show + Xmas Fair*
news, so please keep them
*Please note that our Xmas Fun Dog Show
coming. We’ll mention as many
is earlier than usual*
as we can in the newsletter and the rest on the webSat 24th Nov—Xmas Fair—Goddard Hall,
site. It would be nice to have some photos of those
that do fundraising for us. Come and have you pic
Bootle, 1-3pm
taken at the Sanctuary with one of the animals so we
Mon 10th Dec—Southport Station collection
can include it.
Thurs 13th Dec—Ormskirk Stall & Collection
These are just a few of the owners & animals who
we’ve recently heard from.
Your love of animals can continue when
POPEYE the Staff, CHERRY the Staff, GERRY
you are no longer here to help.
the Collie and TREACLE the cat.
Please consider remembering the animals in your will after your family John, owner of Paddy, Champ & Kilo owned by
and friends. Animals play such a big part in our lives, we support them Daryl & Daniel, Ragger, owned by Nicola are all now
when we are here, but what happens to them when we are gone? It can
home after spending many months in police kennels.
make a big different to a charity to have this sort of support and
remember we are here to help those of our supporters who have pets of Poor Ragger nearly died after a botched spay and
their own if your wishes are made clear in a will, we can look after your was returned in a dreadful condition.
pets when you can no longer can. We have special ‘Will to Live’ forms We hope this new feature here will give all those who
and cards to display so those close to you know of your wishes.
contact us a mention.
Please submit a poem, anecdote or words of wisdom,
*RAFFLE TICKETS*
tips ‘n’ hints—we’d love to hear from you.
Raffle tickets will be available in the next few
Thank you to all of you who
weeks. Let us know if you want them and we
can send them out if you can’t collect.
make regular donations
We will be including 1 or 2 books with
through the bank. Those of
the Christmas Newsletter.

WE’D LOVE TO SEE YOU AT OUR EVENTS

you who Gift Aid and send
donations to us and for all the goods
and food you provide.

This is the time of year we dread. Calls come in from all over Merseyside, ‘there’s a cat and her kittens in
my garden, can you help?’ We offer advice and food if we have it but the
Sanctuary and outwork farm are crammed with unwanted kits and mother cats who are mostly tame.
It is so unnecessary. Neutering schemes exist but it takes care and concern to apply
Most of the garden litters will die from cold, hunger and disease in the coming winter months.
If you can help in any way, by giving time, money, food and especially homes, please ring the Sanctuary on
0151 549 0959 or Margaret on 0151 526 3359 (answerphone).
NOT SO QUIET ON THE CHARITY SHOP FRONT
There has been a bit of activity in Formby recently. A special make over in August saw a team of volunteers
decorate and paint our charity shop in Brows Lane. We were also able to have a brand new carpet fitted and this
has really enhanced the look of the shop. The refurb costs just over £900 and we are hoping that people
will put a donation in the charity box towards this.
We would like to invite our loyal supporters to pay us a visit and come along for a chat. We’ll introduce you to our
new shop manager, Laura and her team of voluntary helpers who give up their free time to help raise funds.
Also see how all your kind donations, many new and nearly new are displayed, then sold with all the proceeds
going to help the rescued animals at the Sanctuary. We have a special information area dedicated to bringing
you news about what’s going on at the Sanctuary and a collection bin for much needed food donations.

We had faith in you when others didn’t
(From Charlotte, Rusty’s Buddy from her Facebook page)
Rusty today went to his new home after months and months of TLC and training from
the staff here at AIN. Rusty arrived at AIN from the dog pound at the start of 2012.
The dog pound has listed him as unpredictable and a member of staff at the
pound told us he should of been destroyed a long time ago.
When he first arrived at AIN he was a handful to get back into the kennel , chattering his
teeth, jumping up at our faces and mouthing. We were starting to wonder what we had
let ourselves in for.. .but of course we never give up on our dogs. After his
assessment Rusty was graded as a 'RED' dog, because restraining him or taking him to
the vets proved very difficult for us and very stressful for Rusty, we couldn't even
examine him without a struggle. So because the staff knew he was deep down such
a gorgeous boy, we made him our little project, Project Rusty.
Everyday we played with and trained Rusty both on lead and off lead. We very slowly
de-sensitised Rusty to being restrained and could then restrain and examine him with no problem.
One day Rusty was out in the compound playing, and a man who had just lost a Staffie walked past Rusty,
and into reception were he told us he wanted to rehome the dog out in the compound. We laughed and
said can you just fill out this board for us. To our surprise everything seemed to fit perfectly.
And after one month of coming to visit Rusty everyday, and doing training with our behaviorist,
Rusty now has a new best friend, as does his new owner.
Today we delivered Rusty to his new home and we couldn’t of asked for a better reaction, as you can see he
made himself right at home, of course christened the garden and said his goodbye's to us.
We had faith in a poor Staffie who had an awful start in life, humans more than likely got him into this
mess and thank god us humans stuck by him and got him out of it,
We love you Rusty! You made us proud and all it takes it time and effort to save our Staffies.
Please give them a chance. Love from Charlotte and all the staff who
STEPH
‘Buddy’ the saddest cases.
Would like to share this poignant message from Louise.
She is a young volunteer, who with the help of her
family foster & care for unwanted animals in her family home.
'You’re happy, in a home with people you love, cherish and do
anything to protect. You then begin to grow a little larger than they
wanted or you get older, and perhaps you fall ill and become an
‘inconvenience’. You’re kicked. Beaten. Starved. Nothing in your
mind can begin to even fathom why the people you love are doing
this to you. Did you do something wrong? You try everything to make them love you;
you cower while they laugh, you take the beatings yet still stay loyal in every way
possible. Soon enough, the day which will be forever marked as the worst day of your
life, you are abandoned somewhere you don’t know. The season is not a factor taken
into account by these people; freeze to death or die through dehydration, they don’t
care. If lucky, your suffering is brought to an end. You discover kind eyes in a sea of
rage ridden ones you are all too familiar with. They feed you, give you water,
warmth...friends. Most of all, they give you the love you thought you would never
find again.
People work immeasurably hard every day at Animals In Need for the happiness and safety of the helpless. Animals don’t have voices like you and I; Animals
in Need are their voice. They are constantly bottom of the pile; simply because they
have no choice but to suffer in silence. With your donation and the determination of
Animals In Need, we can save lives. (Photo of abused pups , Honey, Hatty & Harry)

Enjoying time
out in the
sun on a
bench
kindly
donated by
Barclaycard
PLEASE HELP US
MAKE OUR WISH
COME TRUE
We need your help in
collecting as many
Liverpool Echo Wish tokens as
possible. They will be printed in the
everyday from Monday 1st Oct to
18th Nov. They can be sent to us or put
in our ‘drop off box’ in our Sanctuary
reception, at our Brows Lane shop or
Maghull stall. Please keep them coming.

FOR PITTY’S SAKE—We continue to offer support to many owners and their dogs (whatever their breed) who
have been caught up in the Dangerous Dog Act. Many of these are innocent family pets whose owners have to
appear at Magistrates and sometimes Crown Court. These dogs haven’t attacked anyone or
anything, they have just been taken from their families because of the way they look.
Responsible owners are having to pay costs of over £1000 and this is causing great hardship, but they
won’t give up on their pets. The dogs and owners deserve our support—who knows when any of us
could find our selves in the same position. Pink is only safe because we fought for her and you supported us.
We are launching our ‘Reach Out Campaign’ to help fund this worthy cause and support the most vulnerable and
needy animals. We are asking people to collect their loose change, sell raffle tickets, do small fund
raisers and we can assist with any advice or help needed. Please show you support for dogs and dog lovers
who are facing the most harrowing experience of their lives.
PINK

Registered Charity Number 1004095 Fir Tree Animal Sanctuary, Spurriers Lane, Melling, Liverpool, L31 1BA

T—0151 549 0959 / 526 3359

E—animals_inneed@hotmail.co.uk

W—animals-in-need.co.uk

